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Don’t blame it all on the poor rains! 

Another season, another failed harvest 

as the nation faces a grain deficit, hun-
ger and possible starvation in 2012. 

And yet once again, the government, as 
has been the case since 2000, blames 

the poor rains for the untenable harvest 
without conducting a thorough assess-

ment of the productivity on farms and 
other underlying causes of grain deficit 

 
When we examine food insecurity in 

Zimbabwe from 2000, it points to the 
multidimensional impact of the chaotic 

land reform program. Although the 
principle of land reform to achieve equi-

table distribution and empowerment is 

a noble idea the ZANU PF driven land 
reform programme was chaotic, parti-

san and benefited few political elites. 
The fast track land reform programme 

contributed to the disruption of society 
and brought fear, anxiety and uncer-

tainty to community life in Zimbabwe. 
Severe food shortages permeated by 

inadequate food in all the land sectors 
seem to imply that the land reform has 

been a huge flop in terms of agricultural 
production. According to the Food Aid 

Organisation (FAO) and World Food Pro-
gram (WFP), Zimbabwe has gone 

through consistent food deficits in the 

nine years of the fast track programme, 
the humanitarian crisis is reflected by 

the fact that over two million Zimba-
bweans were food insecure in 2008 and 

this rose to 3, 8 million people during 
October – December, reaching 5,1 mil-

lion in January 2009. In 2011, 1, 4 mil-
lion people were in need of food aid 

while two million Zimbabweans will re-
quire food assistance between now and 

April 2012 according to 
WFP.  

 
The implosion of the 

Zimbabwean agricultural sector which 

has pushed millions to the brink of star-
vation is a direct result of the chaotic 

land grabs carried out since 2000 by the 
Mugabe regime under the guise of black 

empowerment which turned the once 
powerful sector into a disaster of epic 

proportions. Once revered as the bread 
basket of Africa, Zimbabwe finds itself 

grappling with a man- made disaster re-
sulting in reliance on food imports and 

aid. An analysis of the national crop 
productivity trends since the year 2006 

have shown that Maize production in the 
year 2007 was 1.730 million tonnes, 

2008 - 1,446 million, 2009 to 2010 - 

1,426 million,  while in 2011 the coun-
try witnessed a decrease in production 

with a harvest of 1.35 million tonnes.  
These trends are an indication of how 

food security in the country has deterio-
rated since taking up of the fast track 

reform programme. At independence, 
the agricultural sector accounted for 

17% of the Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP), 32.4% of formal employment 

and 65% of the population‟s livelihood 
was directly dependent on the sector 

according to the ZCTU and ANSA publi-
cation, „Beyond the Enclave‟. Agriculture 

still remains the mainstay of the econo-

my, with 65% of the population‟s liveli-
hood directly dependent on the sector.  

 
Zimbabwe's policy of seizing previously 

productive farms and handing them 
over to ZANU PF loyalists has cost the 

country‟s production over the past dec-
ade. The chaotic land grabs according to 

the 2003 Utete report, were character-
ised by opportunism, discrimination on 

political grounds, self- enrichment by 
political and economic elites and corrup-

tion. Revelations by the World Food Pro-
gramme (WFP) that “the food situation 

in Zimbabwe has deteriorated more 
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drastically than expected,” are worrying.  

 
Minister Made blamed the food insecurity situation on poor rains but this, however 

is just but a tip of the iceberg as the problem is way bigger than that.  President, 
Robert Mugabe, and his family now own 39 farms seized from commercial farmers, 

according to reports by the Commercial Farmers' Union (CFU).  Moreover, hun-
dreds more have been 'stolen' from experienced farmers and used to reward sym-

pathisers of the Mugabe regime, many of whom conduct „cellphone farming‟ and 
have little or no knowledge of farming. There have been numerous reports of the 

“new farmers”, through detrimental farming practices, tiring the soils and clearing 
the land of trees, resulting in severe soil erosion and the resultant low productivity 

yet agro-forestry and taking up conservation farming have been identified to be 
among the viable solutions. 

 
The inclusive government needs to carry out a land audit to ascertain productivity 

on commercial farms as a first step towards encouraging higher productivity  and 

maximum utilisation of land. A well meaning government must put in place policies 
which protect the poor majority who bear the brunt of food shortages by deliber-

ately targeting non- productive farms. Minister‟s Made decision to bury his head in 
the sand by placing the blame on poor rains will not solve the problems created by 

the chaotic land redistribution program.    
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ZANU PF hijacks GMB Humanitarian Aid  

ROHR Zimbabwe has received complaints from villagers from Muzarabani, Masho-

naland Central province on politicization of humanitarian grain scheme adminis-
tered by Grain Marketing Board (GMB). The GMB humanitarian aid scheme is an 

initiative to arrest drought effects among villagers but it has been hijacked by 
ZANU PF members in the local government structures into a vicious political tool 

to discriminate on beneficiaries on partisan grounds. 

Under the food scheme, villagers should receive a 50kg bag of maize per a month, 
which is enough to feed an average family of 5. 

ROHR Zimbabwe spoke to Mr Matonhodze, Provincial Secretary for National Heal-
ing, Reconciliation and Integration from the MDC, who spoke on behalf of the MDC 

supporters who have fallen victim to discrimination and denial of crucial right to 
access humanitarian aid.‟The scheme is administered by the Provincial gover-

nor,  District Administrator in conjunction with traditional leaders, people who hold 
political positions in ZANU PF and as a result they select only beneficiaries who 

support their party‟ said Matonhodze. Those implicated in the scam include among 
others Chief Kasekete who is known to be an ardent supporter of ZANU PF. 

Mr Matonhodze told ROHR Zimbabwe that they had filed a report with JOMIC Pro-
vincial structures to seek readdress. Confronted on why they were giving food only 

to ZANU PF members, herdmen George Bumhira said he was taking direct orders 
from Chief Kasekete. 

Matonhodze is appealing to those discriminating against MDC supporters not to 

open new wounds before the old ones from the past wrongs are healed. 

ROHR Zimbabwe condemns the politicization of humanitarian aid for any purpose 

as this amount to gross violation of human rights. We challenge the coalition gov-
ernment to protect the rights of all citizens from degrading forms of discrimina-

tion. 

 

 

For Peace, Justice and Freedom, 

www.rohrzim.org 
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Shamva Murder Case, Glen View Murder Case:  

JUSTICE? 

Civilian Murder Case in Shamva vs. Policeman Murder Case in Glen view: 

Judiciary Hypocrisy Exposed 

HARARE 

Six police officers who recently butchered a Shamva mine worker, Luxmore Chiv-

ambo fatally injuring 11 others have been granted $50.00 bail.  Motion Jakopo 

(41), Simon Mafunda (32), Michael Makwalo (30), Lee Makope (23), Benedict Tap-

fuma (22) and Blessing Saidi (26) led by one inspector Aspias Shumba (48), the 

member in-charge at Shamva Police Station descended upon Ashley Mine Com-

pound and rounded up residents in the wee hours of the night ruthlessly kicking 

and punching the residents at the same time severely hitting them with baton 

sticks and clenched fists all over their bodies. The six are facing murder charges. 

Aspias Shumba commandeered his troops to revenge the alleged theft of his wife 

Judith‟s pace which was believed to contain only one $US1.00 note according to 

local press reports.  

The Youth Forum is deeply unsettled by this development of granting a paltry 

US$50 bail to the Shamva policemen who grisly murdered a Shamva man and 

bread winner in cold blood on 17 March 2012. This bail amount trivialises the mur-

der charges the policemen are facing and reduces public confidence in court pro-

cesses especially those involving state security agents. This development is in 

sharp contrast with the case of 29 Glen View residents accused of murdering In-

spector Petros Mutedza following a scuffle at Munyarari Beerhall in Glen View who 

have been battling for bail since May 2011. The 29 residents including the Presi-

dent of the MDC Youth Assembly Mr Solomon Madzore who have been behind bars 

since their arrest back then. The 29 residents are all said to be MDC supporters. 

On 31st May, 2011, two days after the incident, Police Commissioner-General Chi-

huri reacted to Inspector Mutedza‟s death in a speech read on his behalf at In-

spector Mutedza‟s funeral: “The Zimbabwe Republic Police shall not, and I 

repeat, shall not sit on its laurels while innocent citizens of this country, 

let alone police officers, are being decimated by uncouth opposition politi-

cal elements in a naïve and imbecilic attempt to make our country ungov-

ernable. Those who wish to live by the sword must be prepared to die by 

the sword.” 
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On March 29, 2012, The Herald reports the commissioner Chihuri had this to say at a 

pass out parade at Morris Depot in Harare following the murder of Luxmore Chivam-

bo; “This incident was uncalled for and discipline was set aside and hooli-

ganism prevailed. Such acts should not be repeated and on behalf of the or-

ganisation I would like to console the Chivambo family on the loss of Lux-

more. Let us allow the law to take its course,” he said 

What shocks even street vegetable vendors throughout Zimbabwe is the fact that 

the same courts managed to grant bail to the 6 policemen 25 days after their crime 

while the 29 who went in last year are still languishing behind bars although their 

charges are similar. This clearly shows that the judiciary system in Zimbabwe is 

heavily compromised and plays to the whims and caprices of ZANU-PF. 

The glaring case of the insincerity of our judicial system is worrying and clearly 

shows the need for our judiciary to be rid of political interference. It is of concern as 

to whether such an apparently partisan justice delivery system can sustain a free 

and fair election, given the obvious role of the police and judiciary in electoral pro-

cesses. The Youth Forum is further concerned as to whether these same courts, 

which are yet to finalize electoral fraud cases brought before them, some dating 

back as far as 2002, can be able to guarantee a fair contribution to the attainment of 

a free and fair election. 

 

--  
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